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1. I am delighted to participate in 5th CMSI annual
symposium and contribute with a few opening remarks
from my position as Senior Adviser to the President
of the University of Tokyo on matters relating to
internationalization. Before joining Todai more than a year
ago I served as Sweden’s Ambassador to Japan for five
years.
2. Let me begin by expressing our collective gratitude to
Professor Kataoka and his colleagues for organizing and
hosting today’s impressive symposium — the fifth — and
final — since the first one in 2009.
This program for the study of advanced medical systems
has in academic terms been excellent. It has also been
highly relevant in that it has focused on issues of critical
importance to the ageing society. And — perhaps most
importantly - it has utilized a modern and effective
approach and working method. The CMSI program is:

i) cross-disciplinary -medicine, engineering and

pharmaceutical sciences;

ii) international/global in outreach;

iii) focussed on bringing benefits to society in terms of

innovation.

Let me briefly deal with these three aspects of the CMSI

program.
3. Modern research has more and more become
interdisciplinary. By integrating knowledge and methods
from various disciplines, we are more likely to be able to
push out the parameters, to remove barriers to knowledge
and to achieve breakthroughs in terms of innovation. As
Prof Kataoka has pointed out in other contexts, cross-
disciplinary approach is particularly relevant in the field of
medicine, with its different phases of detection, diagnosis
and treatment.
4. Secondly, the CMSI program has encouraged innovation
with a global perspective. The international focus has been
very clear — which I with my role here at Todai warmly
welcome. Around 175 visiting academics from around
the world have participated in CMSI together with around
150 graduate school students. More than 50 overseas
students have attended the CMSI summer internship
programme while around 60 PhD students of Todai have
spent summers at universities in America and Europe. A

truly impressive achievement, which is beneficial to the
entire university — not only the graduate schools directly
involved.

5. Thirdly, and finally, let me say a few words about
the importance of returning benefits to society.
We are essentially talking about innovation and
commercialization.

Academic excellence is not enough. We all know that
the students of Todai are excellent - otherwise you would
not be here. Excellence is a necessary, but not sufficient,
condition for success.

Research must of course yield new knowledge but it
should also generate tangible benefits to society. With my
Swedish background I want to refer to the example of the
Nobel Prize. During my term as Ambassador to Japan six
distinguished Japanese researchers were awarded the Nobel
Prize in Physics and Chemistry — in 2008 and 2010.

In his will in 1896 Alfred Nobel stated that the prizes
would go to “those who during the preceding year shall
have conferred the greatest benefit on mankind”. So, if you
are aiming at the Nobel Prize make sure that your research
has the potential of bringing tangible benefits to society
and humankind at large.

Both individual researchers, companies and universities
have to work with these issues. Interaction between all
three is needed. That is why initiatives like CMSI are so
important.

6. To conclude, let me say — as we are now beginning the
fifth and final CMSI symposium — that we have reason
to share a sense of pride in the achievements of this great
education programme. And to once again express our
appreciation and warm thanks to the CMSI team under the
leadership of Kataoka sensei. But also to all the faculty
members, visiting academics, participating companies and
government agencies — and not least to all the students
who have been involved.

This programme has generated a considerable knowledge
and valuable experience. A lot of it has also been well
documented. The University of Tokyo should — I believe —
make use of this, as we continue our efforts to strengthen
multidisciplinary research with an international focus for
the benefit of society at large.
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GLOBAL COE-CMSI INTERNSHIP:
A GATEWAY TO LIFE EXPERIENCE

Anastasia Ngozi Ezemaduka

Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology

The day Global COE-CMSI 2012 summer internship
program began at Tokyo University, was a day I turned
another page in the history of my life experiences.
This program of interdisciplinary brought people
from countries under the globe to share and acquire
knowledge.

The CMSI Internship is quite possibly the single
event from my University career that has had
the greatest impact in my scientific research life.
The internship also accords me the opportunity to
experience the Japanese culture from a 'non-tourist'
perspective and enables me to forge international
friendships and networks that will last a lifetime.
The experiences gained during my participation in
CMSI 2012 internship provided me with a unique,
inside perspectives on how scientific research is
been conducted in Japan. Although I was engaged in
research work different from my current work at my
home university but learnt a lot of ideas on how to
ask and solve scientific problems through good and
efficient approach.

To nurse a dream is totally different from accomplishing

a dream. My participation in CMSI internship

Peking University, China

program in the congenial surroundings of University
of Tokyo (renowned in both science and technology)
was actually a nursed and accomplished dream.
The social gatherings and cultural experiences as
regards to the food and Japanese ways of living were
also indeed incredible. Without mincing words, the
internship really made great impact in my personal
life and academic career which I sincerely hope other

participants will also acknowledge.

’
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Unforgettable Experience-
visiting Tohoku region

Mecit Can Emre Simsekler

I am very grateful that the Tokyo University granted
me the joy of being one of the interns in this unique
International Scholarship Programme. One of the main
outcomes of being an intern in the Center for Medical
System Innovation provided me the opportunity of
having biomedical research experience that is not
my background but my passion always. Besides the
academic studies conducted in the Pharmaco-Business
Innovation Laboratory, I am also grateful to meet
the following key people (and their institutions) who
are leading individuals in the Japanese Healthcare
Industry: Prof. Ryozo Nagai (The President of
Jichi Medical University); Mr. Yuji Oka (General
Manager, Ibaraki Hospital Center); Mr. Tsuyoshi
Momma (Deputy Center Director in Medical Co.
LTA); Prof. Atsuhiro Nakagawa (Assistant Prof. in
Tohoku University Hospital) and Prof. Teiji Tominaga
(Chairman in Tohoku University Hospital). I have
also found a good chance to participate in a number
of seminars, workshops and exhibition tours such as
in Terumo Medical Pranex, Hitachi Central Research
Laboratory and Japan Railway Technology Research
Institute. Such activities in prestigious companies
provided me a number of valuable insights to gain a
better understanding of Japanese way of innovation

and a fantastic opportunity to observe the real life

e

Engineering Design Centre, University of

Cambridge, UK '

va,.

applications where I sharpened my understanding
of biomedical researches. Discovering more about
Japan and Japanese culture and linking with a number
of new Japanese and international friends were also
fascinating. Particularly, visiting the Tohoku region
where the impact of the Great East Japan Earthquake
were peak, and listening the chronological analysis of
the events happened just after the disaster taught me
a lot about what went wrong in case of an unexpected
event and how they tried to manage it successfully.
During the trip, meeting with both Mr. Hatageyama
Shigeatsu known as “Grandpa Oyster” and Dr Takeshi
Kanno selected as one of the most influential people
in the world by the 2011 Time 100 was a priceless
experience for me.

Once again, I sincerely wish to express my gratitude
to all the members of PBI Laboratory. Particularly,
the trip with the PBI family to Tohoku region is
an unforgettable memory. Special thanks to Prof
Hiromichi Kimura for his very kind contribution to
my own research and providing me a good working
atmosphere during the whole venture in Japan.

All in all, it was a very productive visit for me, and a

delightful time in Japan.
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Germany Harvard Medical School, USA
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Shanghai Jiao Tong University, China
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